
 

 

South Uptown Neighborhood Meeting 
March 19, 2019 
Draft Minutes 
 
Attending: Jerome Chateau, Max Ellis, Chris Finlay, Brad Klein, Jason Lord 
 
Absent: Ginny Buran, Blue Delliquanti, John Kostorous,   
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:06PM. 
 
Introductions & Announcements 

-Board members and attendees introduced themselves. 
 
Agenda & Minutes 

- Motion, seconded to approve the agenda and February 19 minutes,. Approved. 
 
Bryant Square Park, Jason Green & Erica Chua 

-BSP will field several youth teams this spring including baseball, girls softball, and t-ball. 

-Summer concerts will be held on Tuesday and Thursday evenings starting June 18. Tuesdays will feature 
youth performers with traditional adult performances on Thursdays. 

- BSP is hosting outdoor movies this summer- “Spiderman: Into the Spiderverse” on June 22 and “Jurassic 
World: Lost Kingdom” on July 21 or 28. 

-For more info contact (612) 370-4907 or minneapolisparks.org. 
 
Black Walnut Bakery, Sarah Botcher & Gerri ? 
-Botcher is planning to open the bakery in the Zeo Apartments at 32nd & Hennepin this summer. She al-

ready provides bakery goods to Spy House Coffee locations, and this will be the first retail location. It spe-
cializes in savory pastries and will offer beer and wine. 

 
Girard Avenue Reconstruction, Nathan Koster/ Abdulle Adullahi- Public Works 
-Minneapolis Public Works plans to reconstruct the short stretch of Girard Avenue S between Lake St. and 

Lagoon in 2020. They’ve been gathering input through community workshops and conversations with 
stakeholders, and presented a preferred concept called a “slow, shared street”. It includes a two-way street 
with 10’ traffic lanes, no curbs, and expanded sidewalks and amenity space on the west side of the street. 
Bump outs would extend into both Lake and Lagoon reducing pedestrian crossing distances. Access 
across the sidewalks will be provided for business deliveries.  

-Some attendees questioned the lack of protected bike facilities and connections to the Midtown Greenway 
and Calhoun Square. There were also questions about why the street would remain two-way for autos. 
Koster stated that the proposed design would allow for later conversion to add bike facilities or close it to 
cars entirely if business needs change along the street. 

-A representative from the LHENA neighborhood was in attendance, and noted their organization had similar 
concerns about the design. Board Members will try to connect the South Uptown Land Use Committee with 
LHENA’s Zoning & Planning committee to further discuss the project. 

 
South Uptown Board Vacancy, Max Ellis 
- A Board vacancy came about in February when Sherri Davis moved out of the neighborhood. There were 
no candidates at the meeting to fill the role, so the item will be postponed until the April meeting. 
 
Converting to South Uptown, Scott Engel 

-The City is covering the cost of legal services from Attorney Jessica Berkin to help the organization change 
to a 501-c3 nonprofit. A 1023 application to the IRS to convert to 501-c3 status will be prepared soon. 

 



 

 

Treasurer’s Report,  Scott Engel/ Brad Klein 

- The CARAG Operations and Grants account reports were available through February 28 for review.  

- The Chili Fest on February 24 raised $1,600 from chili and silent auction proceeds for the food shelf. Plus, 
a $1,000 donation was made directly to the Food Shelf pushing the total to $2,600. 

- Engel presented the IRS 990 Tax Form and Minnesota Attorney General’s Charitable Organization Report 
Form. These annual filings were prepared by CPA Mike Wilson working with Engel. Motion, seconded to 
approve the 2017 990 and MN AG Form (per the resolution included in the document). Approved. 

- Engel presented the 2018 Community Participation Program (CPP) Annual Report that summarizes en-
gagement and outreach activities of the organization. Motion, seconded to approve the document as pre-
sented. Approved. 

 
Adjourn: The meeting adjourned at 8:20PM. 


